
Mount Etna, 12th July 2001 

 

Cause 

 Destructive plate boundary (the African plate subducting under the Eurasian 

plate) 

 

Effects 

 The lava flows reached temperatures of 1,000 degrees Celsius.  

 Lava flows destroyed several ski lift pylons, a tourist car park, and a barn 

containing snow ploughs. 

 Less snow settled on the sides of the volcano due to the heat of the lava, 

affecting the winter ski season later that year. 

 The airport in Catania was forced to close while the runways are cleared of 

ash. 

 The  agricultural and tourist economies of the towns on Etna’s slopes were 

affected. 

 

Human Response 

 Dams of earth and volcanic rock were put up to protect the tourist base of 

Rifugio Sapienza. These diverted the flow and kept it under control.  

 The Army brought in heavy earth-moving equipment to block and divert lava 

flows.  

 Religious ceremonies were held by local residents in Nicolosi, a village 

perched on the side of the volcano, to try to reduce the impact of the 

eruption.  

 The Italian Government promised to reduce taxes for villagers to help them 

get through the crisis, and handed out more than £5.6m in aid. 

 

 



L’Aquila Earthquake, 6th April 2009 

 

Facts 

 An earthquake with a magnitude of 6.3 on the Richter scale hit the area. 

 There had been around 100 minor tremors since the previous January and 

two smaller earthquakes the previous day. 

 Later an aftershock of 5.3 magnitude occured. 

 The focus was 10km below the Earth’s surface. 

 

Cause 

 The Eurasian and African plates meet along a line which runs through North 

Africa and crosses the Mediterranean near southern Italy and Greece. As a 

result two main cracks (fault lines) cut across the Italian peninsula, one 

running north-south along the spine of the Apennine mountains and another 

crossing east-west south of Rome and north of Naples. 

 The region surrounding L’Aquila is therefore criss-crossed by fault lines.  

 The city is built on the bed of an ancient lake which exaggerates the seismic 

waves. 

 To the east in the Adriatic Sea, the earth’s crust (a mini plate called the 

Adria) is subducting under Italy. 

 Poor building standards and construction materials meant that buildings 

collapsed easily. 

 

Effects 

 308 people are known to have died. 

 28,000 people were left homeless. 

 26 cities and towns were damaged. 

 The aftershock caused safety issues for rescue crews. 

 Those involved suffered psychological trauma. 

 Schools remained closed in the Abruzzo region. 

 3,000 to 11,000 buildings in the medival city were damaged. The dome on the 

church of St Augustine collapsed and damage was caused to the city archives.  



 The new wing of L’Aquila Hospital suffered extensive damage and was closed 

down. 

  

Human Response 

 40,000 people who were made homeless were put in tented camps whilst 

10,000 were housed in hotels on the coast. 

 All Italian mobile phone companies sent free minutes and credit to 

customers, whilst suspending bills and extending coverage. 

 Tax billing and mortgage payments suspended by government. 

 Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi refused foreign aid for the emergency, with 

the exception of the United States and their offer of aid for reconstruction. 

 Aid was offered by many counties including Austria, Brazil, Croatia, France, 

Germany, Spain, Greece, Switzerland, Tunisia, Ukraine and the USA.  

 Aid was also offered by various organizations, companies and celebrities 

including Carla Bruni, Madonna, and Fiat.  

 


