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Barnacle         
Fixes itself firmly to rocks and does not move.
Feeds by fanning its bristly legs through the top of the shell to catch 
plankton.
When the tide goes out it seals its shell trapping air and water inside.

Mussel         
Has two shells that can close tightly using a strong muscle.
Fixes itself to rocks with strong threads.
Feeds by sucking in water and eating the plankton.
Usually found in large groups which helps to protect them 
from the waves.

Prawn         
Feeds on plankton.
Hides in cracks in the rocks.
Is most active at night.
Can swim backwards.
Can change the brightness of its 
body colour to camouflage itself.

Dog whelk         
Feeds on mussels, limpets and barnacles.
Feeds by drilling a hole through the shells of its 
prey and then sucking out the soft parts of the 
animal inside.
Those that feed on mussels become dark coloured 
and those that feed on barnacles become white.

Crab         
Feeds on dead animals.
Have five pairs of legs.
The front pair of legs have sharp 
stong claws for holding food and 
cracking open shells.
Have eyes on short stalks which can 
be pulled into the shell for safety.

Plankton         
Very tiny (microscopic) plants and 
animals that float around in the water.
Plant plankton make their own food 
using energy fom the Sun.
Provide food for many animals.

Rock pool habitat
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Limpet         
Clings to rocks with a large sucker-like foot for protection 
from predators and to avoid being swept away by waves.
Moves slowly over the rocks eating microscopic plants.

Herring gull         
Eats almost anything, including dead animals 
and the remains of other animals' food.
Eats shelly animals by dropping them from 
a height onto rocks to break the shell.
Nests on ledges on the cliffs.

Sea anemone         
Fixes itself to the rocks or the 
shells of hermit crabs.
Feeds on small fish, prawns 
and other small animals.
Feeds by catching its prey 
using stinging tentacles and 
then drawing it into its mouth.
Withdraws its tentacles and 
looks like a blob of jelly when 
the tide goes out. Seaweed         

Makes its own food using energy from the Sun.
Can only grow in shallow water where there is 
enough sunlight.
Provides food and shelter for other plants and 
animals in the rock pool.

Hermit crab         
Feeds on dead plants and animals.
Does not have a shell of its own but uses the 
shells of other animals.
Changes its shell from time to time as it grows.
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