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Resources to prepare for 13+ 
Common Entrance success...

Textbooks and Answer Books
Lively content and detailed explanations ensure a thorough 
understanding of the Common Entrance syllabus.

Revision Guides
Consolidate knowledge and revisit content covered as part 
of the syllabus across all topics which could be tested at 
13+ Common Entrance.

Exam Practice Questions and Answers
Apply knowledge learned in the Revision Guide with a 
wealth of exam-style questions, check your answers and 
gain detailed advice on how to achieve top marks.
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Introduction
Welcome to French for Common Entrance 13+ Exam Practice Questions and Answers! This 
Practice volume puts all the knowledge you have learnt from your Common Entrance 
French course to the test. The Listening and Speaking practice and Reading and Writing 
exercises are set out in styles that you might reasonably expect to encounter in the French 
examinations you are going to be sitting. If you have successfully come this far, Bravo!  
Bon courage!  Bonne chance!

The latest ISEB syllabus for French describes tiered Common Entrance papers, Level 1 
and Level 2:
● Level 1 is intended for candidates who have only studied French for 30 to 40 hours, 

or who find the language very difficult.
● Level 2 is for the majority of candidates who have completed a course for examination 

at 13+.
This book highlights some content that is only applicable to Level 2 candidates with 

this symbol:

           Level 2

The full syllabus is available from the ISEB (www.iseb.co.uk).

Free audio download
Parts of this book refer to related audio material. Wherever there is related audio material 
you will see this symbol:

The audio material is available as a free download on the Galore Park website. Go to  
www.galorepark.co.uk/frenchaudio to download the audio. You can match the track number 
in the symbol to the track number in the audio download.

	  What is in the Common Entrance examination?
● The Common Entrance examination is divided into four equal sections (each worth 25%): 

Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. Outlines of the details of each of these sections 
follow. 

● Be aware that the final examinations for the Listening and Speaking sections are a few 
weeks earlier than the Reading and Writing sections. Your teacher will tell you when they 
are.

● Instructions for all parts of the French Common Entrance papers at both levels are now 
given in English.

	  Speaking (25%)
● In Level 1, there is a discussion on two prepared topics, and a maximum mark of 20, 

scaled up to a total of 25.
● In Level 2, there is a role play, a discussion on one prepared topic, and an open, 

unprepared conversation, marked out of a total of 25.

	  Listening (25%)
● In both Levels 1 and 2, there are 25 questions, usually arranged in five sections, all of 

which are to be attempted by candidates at both levels, and a maximum mark of 25.

Track

Level 2

435025_FM_FCE_13_i-vi.indd   5 19/02/19   3:04 PM

SAMPLE



vi

 

	  Reading and Writing (50%)

Reading
● In both Levels 1 and 2, there are 25 questions set on a number of short passages, 

arranged in five sections, and marked out of 25.

Writing
In Level 1, there are four sections worth a total of 25 marks:

● Section 1 asks candidates to write six items of vocabulary on a specific topic.
● Section 2 is a grammar multiple-choice exercise.
● In Section 3, candidates write a short sentence in French to describe each of five pictures 

(one sentence per picture).
● In Section 4, candidates write five short sentences on a given topic from the syllabus.

In Level 2, 25 marks are available in two sections:

● Section 1 is a grammar test involving translation into French using the appropriate forms 
of given key words (gender and number for nouns and adjectives, correct conjugation of 
verbs). The verbs avoir and être will not be given, and candidates will be expected to 
provide other words as necessary.

● Section 2 requires extended writing in French (80 to 120 words), usually in the form of an 
email, mentioning at least four of the five items listed as bullet points.

	   List of topics covered by the ISEB Common Entrance 
syllabus
Topics marked with an asterisk * are not required for Level 1.
● Language of the classroom, including basic IT
● House, home, daily routine and chores
● Life and work at school
● Time, dates, numbers and prices
● Personal description
● Family, friends and pets
● Meeting people
● Free-time activities
● Describing holiday activities
● Visiting a café or restaurant
● Simple health problems
● Description of a town or region
● Finding the way and using public transport
● Shopping (e.g. for food, clothes, presents)
● Weather
● Pocket money*
● Understanding tourist information*

Level 2
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Prepared topics
These prepared topics are for both Levels 1 and 2 – see the section on Speaking in the 
Introduction. Each topic (two topics in Level 1, one in Level 2) will last about two minutes 
and will be marked out of 10 in Level 1 and out of 8 in Level 2, according to the assessment 
criteria set out at the end of this book.

How the exam operates

Level 1

The candidate will choose and prepare two topics from the list below:
● house, home, daily routine and chores
● free-time and holiday activities
● life and work at school
● personal description, family, friends and pets.

For each topic, the candidate should speak for approximately 30 seconds, after which time
the teacher–examiner will intervene to ask three to four questions during the course of the 
two minutes. Credit will be given for relevant communication, appropriate response to the 
questions and quality of language.

Level 2

The candidate will choose one topic from the same list as Level 1 or a topic connected with 
a French-speaking country:
● a town or region
● a regional or national celebration
● an artist (painter, sculptor, writer, composer, etc.)
● a historical figure
● a sportsman/sportswoman.

The candidate should speak for approximately 30 seconds, after which time the teacher–
examiner will intervene to ask at least four questions during the course of the two minutes. 
Credit will be given for relevant, spontaneous communication, appropriate response to the 
questions and quality of language, including pronunciation and ability to use a range of 
tenses including the passé composé, the present tense and the near future. 

Level 2

 1 Speaking

Exam Practice Questions
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Speak in French for around 30 seconds on each topic by following 
the bullet points. Then play the track and answer the questions in 
French.

Exercise 1.1 Daily routine and school
In a presentation, describe a typical day at school. Talk about:

● when you get up in the morning

● what you eat and drink for breakfast, and where you have it

● what time you go to school

● how many lessons you have per day

● the subjects that you learn

● which subjects you like and do not like

● what you do in the evening before going to bed.

Exercise 1.2 Holiday activities
In a presentation, describe how you spend your holidays. Talk about:

● where you like to go on holiday

● what you eat and drink on holiday that you do not have at home

● where you go, and with whom.

Describe two or three things that you like to do on holiday. Talk about:

● your activities at home

● what you like to do on holidays abroad

● the advantages and disadvantages of some kinds of transport.

Now play the track and answer the questions in French.

Exercise 1.3 Where I live
In a presentation, describe your house or flat. Talk about:

● where your home is situated

● what rooms there are and on which floor

● how many bedrooms there are

● whether there is a garden and what you do there

● where you have your meals

● what you like and do not like about where you live. 

Now play the track and answer the questions in French.

Track 1

Track 2

Track 3

SAMPLE



 1 
Speaking

3

Exercise 1.4 My town
In a presentation, describe the town where you live, or a town nearby. Talk about:

● where the town is in the UK

● the shops

● the restaurants, if there are any

● whether there is a swimming pool, cinema or sports facilities, etc.

● when you go into town, and with whom

● what you do in town.

Now play the track and answer the questions in French.

Exercise 1.5 My family
In a presentation, describe your family. Talk about:

● who you live with

● whether you have any brothers or sisters

● how old the members of your family are

● how you spend your time together

● where your grandparents live

● whether you have any cousins. 

Now play the track and answer the questions in French.

Exercise 1.6 Free time
In a presentation, talk about what you like to do in your spare time. Talk about:

● what you do at home

● what you do outside (play tennis, for example)

● who you like to spend your spare time with

● when you do these activities (after school, at weekends, in the school holidays)

● why you like these activities

● whether you have any pets

● what you do for your pets.

Now play the track and answer the questions in French.

Write a presentation in French on each topic below, lasting about 
30 seconds. Practise saying it out loud. Try to think of some 
questions the examiner might ask you and what your answers 
might be. There are specimen presentations at the end of the book.

Exercise 1.7 Me and my family

Exercise 1.8 My house

Exercise 1.9 My school

Track 4

Track 5

Track 6
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Exercise 1.10 My free time

Exercise 1.11 My holidays

Exercise 1.12 A region in FranceLevel 2

Exercise 1.13 A traditional festival

	 Role play

How the exam operates
The examiner will give each candidate, at random, one role play from the three that are 
set. There will be six tasks per role play, and the prompts will be given in English. The 
candidate will have ten minutes’ preparation time, but may not make any written notes 
during this time, and will then be required to carry out the six tasks in French. One of the 
tasks will be unpredictable and will require the candidate to respond, unprepared, to the 
examiner’s question. Past tenses will not be required. The role plays may be based on any 
area of the syllabus and will be of a transactional or social nature, such as conversations 
in a shop, at the railway station, in a café or restaurant, or discussing hobbies, school 
or family, etc. with a French friend. In your exam, the other role will be played by your 
teacher. You will have access to a dictionary in the preparation room.

The examiner will give a mark (maximum 6) for completion of the tasks and a mark 
(maximum 3) for the quality of language.

Exercise 2.1 Au camping
You are travelling around France with your family in a camper van. You arrive at a campsite 
and go to the reception desk. Your parents do not speak French, so you are the spokesperson. 
THE RECEPTIONIST WILL SPEAK FIRST.

Say:

1 Yes. Do you have place for a camper van?

2 Thank you. Is there a restaurant at the campsite?

3 Do we have to reserve a table?

4 Answer the question.

5 I need some stamps.

6 Is it far?

Track 7

Level 2

Level 2
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Exercise 2.2 Vacances en Bretagne
You are on holiday in Brittany and telephoning a friend who lives in Paris. HE WILL SPEAK FIRST.

Say:

1 Hello, it’s me. I am in Brittany.

2 No, we are camping.

3 Answer the question.

4 Yes, and there is a games room, tennis courts and a snack bar.

5 Yes, we are five minutes from the beach.

6 A fortnight. We are returning next Sunday.

Exercise 2.3 On réserve des chambres
You telephone a hotel to book a room, and speak to the receptionist. SHE WILL SPEAK FIRST.
Say:

1 Hello, I would like to make a reservation.

2 It is for three nights from 7th July.

3 There are three of us. We want one double room and one single.

4 My name is Martin. M–A–R–T–I–N.

5 Answer the question.

6 Does the hotel have a car park?

Exercise 2.4 À la plage (a)
You are on a beach and a boy approaches you. HE WILL SPEAK FIRST.
Say:

1 Hello. My name is ... (your name).

2 No, I am on holiday.

3 Answer the question.

4 I have a little brother who is ten. He is playing over there.

5 No, he is the tall boy with black hair.

6 Yes, it is great. I like to go swimming and windsurfing.

Exercise 2.5 À la plage (b)
You are on a beach and a girl approaches you. SHE WILL SPEAK FIRST.
Say:

1 Yes, I live in London. Where do you live?

2 The countryside is lovely.

3 There is lots to do in London.

4 Answer the question.

5 It is fine, but our flat is very small.

6 You are lucky.

Track 8

Track 9

Track 10
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Exercise 2.6 Vacances à la montagne
You are chatting with a friend about winter holidays. YOUR FRIEND WILL SPEAK FIRST.
Say:

1 I love skiing in the Alps.

2 I go to Switzerland every February.

3 Answer the question.

4 Yes, I go with my parents and my brother.

5 No, we always rent a chalet.

6 Yes, it is good fun.

Exercise 2.7 À la gare
You are at the ticket office in a railway station. THE EMPLOYEE WILL SPEAK FIRST.
Say:

1 I would like a return ticket to Bordeaux.

2 No, it is for tomorrow.

3 I am returning on Saturday.

4 Answer the question.

5 The train leaves at what time tomorrow morning?

6 Is it direct?

Exercise 2.8 Dans le train
You strike up a conversation with a fellow passenger on the train. SHE WILL SPEAK FIRST.
Say:

1 Yes, is this seat free?

2 Yes, I am going to my cousins’ in Biarritz.

3 No, I am English. Do you know England?

4 I live in a little village in the south-west of England.

5 In winter yes, but in summer the weather is lovely.

6 Answer the question.

Exercise 2.9 Au téléphone
Your friend rings you. SHE WILL SPEAK FIRST.
Say:

1 Hello, how are you?

2 I am well.  Are you free on Saturday?

3 I have tickets for the match.

4 Do you want to come?

5 Answer the question.

6 OK, see you on Saturday.

Track 12

Track 13

Track 14
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